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better and better. This is the 
best thing that ever hap-
pened to me. It’s so much 
more fun than photography. 
We got to meet so many nice 
community members.”

There’s a lot of history in 
the building. It was con-
structed in the mid-1950s, 
and its design was inspired 
by the works of Frank Lloyd 
Wright, perhaps America’s 
most influential architect of 
the 20th century. “It’s been 
an icon in Wailuku for a long 
time,” Henry said. “It goes 
back to the old-school days, 
where they’d come here and 
have shakes and hamburg-
ers and ramen after school.”

At one point, the building 
also housed a music store, 
and Henry pays homage to 

that legacy by hosting musi-
cians there on a regular ba-
sis. With performance 
opportunities elsewhere on 
Maui now limited, Henry is 
having music every morning 
and most days during the 
noon hour, performed  
kanikapila-style with cus-
tomers welcome to grab a 
guitar, ukulele or mandolin 
off the wall and join in. He’s 
also scheduled a few week-
end evening concerts, host-
ing the Maui band Kanekoa 
every first Friday. 

Having taken part in so 
many weddings over the 
years, Henry is well con-
nected with the local music 
scene.

“We love working with the 
really older guys,” he said. 
“We have a couple guys in 
their 70s that have been 
playing here for years. But 
then today we had a girl 
who’s 19 years old, a  

Kamehameha grad with a 
beautiful voice. We have 
mostly Hawaiian music, but 
we also have blues, and we 
have a Beatles cover band.”

The concerts are family 
friendly, no alcohol served. 
“Our musicians that are so-
ber absolutely love it,” said 
Henry, who has ministered 
to prison inmates and heard 
how alcohol had ruined 
their lives. Food trucks also 
are on hand.

“We’re just hosting it,” he 
said. “We do all the sound. 
We have all the equipment. 
They just bring their instru-
ments and we manage it and 
give them cash for the night. 
They walk home with the 
money and we walk home 
with having a good time.”

Maui Coffee Attic, 59 
Kanoa St., is open 6 a.m.- 
2:30 p.m. Monday-Saturday. 
Visit mauicoffeeattic.com or 
call 808-250-9555.

shooters in these incidents, 
calling it a “trend” in the  
violence.

“I think that it needs to 
be controlled, it needs to 
be stopped,” said Hoo ma-
na wanui. “We need to find 
out who’s delivering these 
guns, or where they are get-
ting these guns from, and 
that is going to probably 
take a community effort 
and take some time.”

City Council member  
Andria Tupola, who rep-
resents Leeward Oahu, said 
that addressing crime and 
safety have been a major 
priority on her agenda.

She noted a legislative 
package she introduced 
this week with fellow 
Council member Tyler Dos 

Santos-Tam to crack down 
on illegal game rooms across 
Oahu. Tupola said that 
while she didn’t know the 
details on Saturday’s shoot-
ing and wasn’t suggesting it 
had ties to gambling, she 
said “there’s a lot of cash, 
there’s weapons that are 
being exchanged there.”

Concerns about rising 
crime and violence have led 
to calls from some Leeward 
residents to increase the 
police presence there, but 
HPD has been struggling to 
recruit officers to fill vacant 
spots. Tupola said she’s 
been pushing in the city 
budget to have “at least two 
detective officers in our po-
lice station, but the reason 
why we don’t have a fully 
staffed Waianae police sta-
tion is because we don’t 
have enough officers.”

But Tupola said that 
community members are 

becoming more interested 
in public safety amid con-
cerns about crime and 
forming neighborhood 
watch groups along the 
Waianae Coast.

“I have way more neigh-
borhood security watches 
throughout my district 
than I had when I first got 
elected,” said Tupola. “I can 
say that our town halls are 
becoming more frequent so 
that people can bring con-
cerns and that we can get 
updated from HPD.”

Tupola said that two 
weeks ago her neighbor-
hood security watch did  
a prayer walk. She said 
“there’s obviously a lot of 
things that are out of our 
control, but we wanted to 
come together as leaders 
and pray and walk in those 
areas where some of the 
other shootings had  
happened.”

October of that year, the 
Hono lulu Star-Advertiser  
reported that the process 
would be similar to the one 
used in the late 1990s to set 
limits on North Shore con-
tests. Rule changes then lim-
ited North Shore contests to  
16 per site and required con-
tests to begin at 8 a.m. and 
end at 4 p.m.

To do so meant allowing 
local surfers continued ac-
cess to surf spots. During 
surf contests, only contes-
tants are allowed to surf.

Having a cap on the total 
number of events held on 
Oahu’s South Shore — 
namely in and around the 
Waikiki surf breaks — is un-
der consideration.

“This was one of the  
primary concerns we  
heard from surfers regard-
ing proposed changes to 
the shore water event 

rules,” Serota said.
To that end, according to 

the city, the Shore Water Ad-
visory Group, or SWAG, was 
formed in July 2021.

“SWAG was formed to fa-
cilitate revisions, public par-
ticipation and 
implementation of the rules 
governing shore water 
events for city parks across 
Oahu,” Serota said.

The advisory group — 
which has since dissolved 
— included surf shop 
owner Keone Downing, 
businessperson and com-
munity activist Kanani 
Oury and Meghan Statts, 
who represented the state 
Department of Land and 
Natural Resources Division 
of Boating and Ocean Rec-
reation.

According to Serota, the 
rules that were being 
worked on were designed 
“to work in tangent with 
ocean permitting and usage 
guidelines” facilitated by the 
state’s boating and ocean 
recreation division.

SWAG — an all-volunteer 
panel — held a total of six 
meetings, with the last one 
adjourning in May 2022.

Among that group’s for-
mer members, Downing told 
the Star-Advertiser by phone 
that he’d like to see greater 
public input when it comes 
“to the use of our public  
resources.”

And he added that more 
members of the public — 
from different areas of the is-
land that see impacts from 
commercial activities at lo-
cal beaches — should be 
heard.

“The communities which 
are impacted by these com-
mercial endeavors should 
be the ones to address their 
areas,” Downing said. “In 
other words, I can talk 
about Waikiki but I shouldn’t 
be talking for Makaha, be-
cause the people of Makaha 
should be talking about the 
resources they use out 
there.”

He said more meetings 
should be held over what he 

believes is a critical issue 
for many on Oahu. “Not  
one meeting, between  
2 and 4 p.m.,” said Downing. 
“I’ve always been against 
that.”

Meanwhile, as far as any 
input the city gleaned from 
event organizers and the 
business sector over pro-
posed rule changes along 
the island’s coastal areas, 
Serota said the city did not 
want to comment on their 
behalf.

“But they and the mem-
bers of the public/surf com-
munity appreciated being 
included in the process,”  
Serota added.

The in-person and virtual 
public hearing will be held 
Oct. 20 from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
1000 Uluohia St., Suite 312, 
in Kapolei. The virtual meet-
ing will be held via Zoom, 
and can be accessed using 
the following link: bit.ly/
shorewaterhearing.

For further information 
about this public hearing, 
call DPR at 808-768-3003.

The statue of spiritual and 
political leader Mahatma 
Gandhi that stood in Waikiki 
was found toppled on the 
morning of Aug. 8, but there 
are differing views on what 
may have happened to it.

While the Mayor’s Office 
on Culture and the Arts says 
the statue may have tum-
bled amid strong winds that 
swept through the islands as 
the result of Hurricane Dora, 
the Gandhi International In-
stitute for Peace says it was 
the result of vandalism.

The incident is still under 
investigation, however all 
signs point toward it being 
the result of strong winds, 
said Marion Cadora, the 
Mayor’s Office on Culture 
and the Art’s curator of  
public art.

Meanwhile, the GIIP’s per-
spective suggests a more 
troubling issue.

“Incidents are happening 
in the U.S. as well as Canada 
and around the world,” said 
GIIP founder Raj Kumar. 
“This is a group that for the 
last 10 years has been writ-
ing articles online and incit-
ing youth in different places 
… and they have damaged 
Gandhi’s statues.”

Behind many of the recent 
acts of vandalism is a group 
called Sikhs For Justice, one 
of the leading entities of the 
pro-Khalistan movement. 
The group has been mislead-
ing its youth members to be-
lieve that the former prime 
minister of India, Indira 
Gandhi, who is hated by the 
pro-Khalistan movement, is 
related to Mahatma Gandhi, 
effectively leading to his 
statues being vandalized, ac-
cording to a GIIP newsletter.

Kumar emphasized that 
while he was not a witness 
to the Waikiki statue falling, 
he believes there is a possi-
bility that the toppled monu-
ment could have been the 
result of a string of orga-
nized vandalism attacks 
timed to make a statement 
leading up to the annual G20 
summit, which took place in 
New Delhi from Sept. 9-10.

Without video cameras or 
eyewitnesses, Cadora admit-
ted that there may never be 
a certain explanation on how 
the statue fell. However, she 
was told that residents in 
the area reported hearing  
a loud bang in the early 

morning of Aug. 8 at the 
peak of the high winds, 
which could have been 
when the statue fell. The 
statue was also built in 1989 
using stainless and common 
steel, a combination that 
can advance rusting, she 
added.

Meanwhile, cost esti-
mates for repairs are cur-
rently being evaluated, she 
said.

“Gandhi’s glasses and 
walking stick broke, so that’s 
probably going to require re-
casting those pieces,” Ca-
dora said. “Once that’s 
approved, then we can start 
on the restoration of the 
sculpture.”

Once the cost estimate is 
approved, the matter of how 
long it will take to repair the 
statue can be determined, 
which may depend on the 
availability of supplies, Ca-
dora said.

Gandhi’s annual birthday 
celebration, which typically 
sees between 150 to 200 
people, is slated to be held 
Oct. 1 at the location of the 
Waikiki Gandhi statue, de-
spite its absence, Kumar 
said. A large photo of the de-
ceased spiritual leader and 
peace advocate will be hung 
in the statue’s place.

As the founder of GIIP, Ku-
mar said he feels called to 
protect the statue, its integ-
rity as well as Gandhi’s leg-
acy. While he adamantly 
stated that he does not com-
pletely refute the possibility 
of wind gusts toppling the 
Waikiki Gandhi statue, he 
hopes to bring attention to 
the possibility of it being an 
act of vandalism.

“The Gandhi statue never 
fell down in the last 35 years,” 
Kumar said. “We want to 
make sure that whatever has 

happened, we find out and 
put an end to it.”

So far, incidents of vandal-
ism in the past decade have 
occurred in multiple U.S. 
states, Canada, South Africa 
and India, Kumar said. In In-
dia last month a portion of 
the Delhi Metro was marred 
by graffiti with pro-Khalistan 
slogans and a prominent 
Gandhi statue in Holehon-
nur was knocked over.

On Sept. 3, Sikhs for Jus-
tice leader Gurpatwant 
Singh Pannu released an au-
dio message encouraging 
more disturbances as the 
beginning of the annual G20 
summit grew closer.

Attacks like this have par-
ticularly increased in the 
past five years, Kumar said. 
About 10 years ago, a Cana-
dian tourist on Oahu di-
rectly expressed to Kumar 

his strong dislike for Gandhi 
and how he wished the GIIP 
would be shut down.

While the man didn’t spec-
ify whether he belonged to a 
pro-Khalistan organization, 
the next day, a friend of Ku-
mar’s reached out to tell him 
that the same man had vis-
ited the City and County of 
Honolulu’s office and at-
tempted to request the Wai-
kiki Gandhi statue be 
removed, Kumar said.

“Incidents are happening 
in the U.S. as well as in Can-
ada and around the world,” 
Kumar said. “At nighttime, 
there’s not too many people 
in the park and there’s not 
much light. … I’m not an eye-
witness, but there’s a possi-
bility they may have traveled 
down and knocked it down.”

The upcoming celebra-
tion of Gandhi’s birthday is 
free to attend, and those 
who want to sign up can do 
so at gandhianpeace.org.
———
Linsey Dower covers ethnic 
and cultural affairs and is a 
corps member of Report for 
America, a national service 
organization that places jour-
nalists in local newsrooms to 
report on undercovered is-
sues and communities.
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Toppled Waikiki Gandhi 
statue prompts concern
amid acts of vandalism
By Linsey Dower
ldower@staradvertiser.com
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The Mahatma Gandhi 
statue in Waikiki was 
found toppled over the 
morning of Aug. 8.

The Gandhi statue 
never fell down in 
the last 35 years.  
We want to make 
sure that whatever 
has happened, we 
find out and put an 
end to it.”

Raj Kumar
Founder, Gandhi 
International Institute  
for Peace
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