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Posture, breathing and peace
At top, Dr. Raj Kumar, left, spoke with Dr. Akshatha Aksha-
tha and Elizabeth Mager of the group Aloha Natyam after 
they performed a traditional dance Sunday during the 
seventh annual celebration for International Yoga Day at 
Kapiolani Park. At left, participants performed yoga 
asanas, which are physical yoga postures. The event was 
held in collaboration with the Gandhi International Insti-
tute for Peace and included yoga asanas, breath exercises, 
meditation, cultural dances and sound healing, creating a 
space for connection and renewal.

Hawai‘i Tourism Authori-
ty’s community program ap-
plicants are in limbo because 
the agency’s budget was not 
approved in time to meet the 
award schedule and the de-
lay is bumping up against the 
program’s fiscal-year start.

HTA’s ‘Umeke program, 
which supports community 
organizations that foster re-
generative tourism, awarded 
nearly $3 million last year to 
105 organizations, including 
large events like the Aloha 
Festivals, Merrie Monarch 
Festival, and the Honolulu 
Marathon, and many smaller 

one-time projects and 
events. The funds support 
grassroots programs, pro-
vide workforce development 
opportunities, and uplift the 
people and organizations 
that work to protect Ha-
waii’s natural and cultural 
resources. ‘Umeke also is 
supposed to promote the 
benefits of tourism to Hawaii 
residents, who are increas-
ingly concerned of making 
sure that the negative im-
pacts of tourism do not out-
weigh the community 
benefits.

This year’s ‘Umeke appli-
cants were expecting to re-
ceive award notifications on 
June 5, but the HTA board 

failed to get its budget ap-
proved during its monthly 
meeting on May 28. Just a 
day later, Gov. Josh Green 
signed Senate Bill 1571, 
which changed HTA’s gover-
nance model, and down-
graded its board to an 

advisory board. That change 
removes authority for HTA’s 
budget from its board and 
gives the authority to the 
state Department of Busi-
ness Economic Development 
and Tourism.

Caroline Anderson, HTA 

interim president and CEO, 
said, “Some of the programs 
are starting in July, and so 
we tried our best (to get the 
budget approved). But the 
HTA board is advisory so 
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The University of Ha-
waii is launching a new 
systemwide student suc-
cess initiative using pre-
dictive data technology 
aimed at improving gradu-
ation and retention rates 
— especially for students 
who have historically 
faced barriers to complet-
ing college.

The UH Board of Re-
gents approved a $7.4 mil-
lion, five-year contract for 
two integrated platforms 
— EAB Navigate360 and 
Edify — that will track stu-
dent behavior and perfor-
mance in real time, 
allowing advisers and sup-
port staff to proactively 
intervene before prob-
lems escalate.

The platforms, devel-
oped by education tech-
nology company EAB and 
already in use at more 
than 850 colleges and uni-
versities, will be phased in 
across UH’s 10 campuses 
starting this year, ensur-
ing that every student, re-
gardless of which campus 
they attend, receives con-
sistent and equitable sup-
port. Full adoption is 
expected by 2026.

UH President Wendy 
Hensel, who previously 
served as provost at Geor-
gia State University — one 
of EAB’s most prominent 
success stories — said the 
system will give UH a pow-
erful way to track and sup-
port students across 
multiple areas of risk, from 
academic performance to 
financial difficulties.

Hensel said UH already 
tracks many data points 
on students, such as 
whether they log in to 
their online courses, use 
library resources or have 
made tuition payments on 
time. The new platform 
gathers and integrates all 
this existing information 
to create actionable in-
sights that can help iden-
tify students who may 
need support early on.

The goal, officials 
said, is not to replace 
human interaction, but to 
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Budget delay puts 
HTA’s community 
grants in limbo
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Runners participating in the Honolulu Marathon on Dec. 8 ran down 18th Avenue 
in Kaimuki. HTA failed to get its budget approved in May, which would delay 
events such as the marathon.

Man fatally shot by HPD at Sand Island standoff

A Honolulu police officer 
fatally shot a man who bar-
ricaded himself in a boat 
near Sand Island and 
pointed a shotgun at offi-
cers Sunday, according to 
Honolulu Police Chief Ar-
thur “Joe” Logan.

This was the Honolulu 
Police Department’s first 
officer-involved shooting of 
2025, and the investigation 
is ongoing, Logan said at a 
news conference Sunday 
evening.

At around 6 a.m., officers 
responded to 50 Sand Island 
Access Road to reports of a 
man, who was on a boat and 
firing a gun at people on a 
separate boat, the chief said.

Upon arrival, officers lo-
cated the suspect, who was 

armed with a hammer and 
refused to leave the boat, 
which Logan said did not 
belong to him.

HPD tasered the man 
twice “in an attempt to 
deescalate the situation and 
disarm the suspect,” but 
both were unsuccessful.

The man then barricaded 
himself in the hatch area 
of the vessel’s cabin claim-
ing to be armed with a gun, 
Logan said, and officers 
saw the barrel of a long 
gun and a sword from 
within the hatch.

A crisis-intervention 
training officer tried to 
achieve a peaceful resolu-
tion, Logan said.

At around 7 a.m., the Spe-
cialized Services Division 
arrived and was soon joined 
by the Crisis Negotiation 
Team and the Department 

of Law Enforcement’s Major 
Events Division team, both 
of which had drones to as-
sist the officers.

At about 12:51 p.m., the 
suspect emerged from the 
hatch and pointed a shot-
gun at SSD officers who 
were about 15 to 20 feet 
away from the man on the 
pier, Logan said.

In response, an SSD offi-
cer discharged one round, 
striking the man in the 
cheek, Logan said.

The shooter remained 
on the boat for about 30 to 
40 minutes, refusing HPD’s 
contact and offer of medical 
assistance.

Logan said during this 
time, the shooter “was ob-
served attempting to inflict 
self-harm.”

SSD officers were eventu-
ally able to secure the man 
and render aid.

At 2:20 p.m., HPD posted 
on social media that the 
barricade situation had 

been resolved and that 
there had been no ongoing 
threat to the public.

Logan said Honolulu 
Emergency Medical Services 
transported the man, whose 
age remains unknown, to a 
hospital where he was later 
pronounced dead.

The officer who shot 
the assailant has 20 years 
of service with HPD and 
is on administrative leave, 
per standard operating 
procedures.

Logan said the man who 
died Sunday had six previ-
ous felony convictions, but 
“I don’t know to the extent 
whether they were similar 
to this situation.”

During the seven-hour 
barricade, Logan said, the 
man had off-and-on contact 
with the officers.

“He had hung up many 
times, but (we were) trying 
to get him to de-escalate, 
to come out and meet with 
the officers and to just 
cease his defensive mea-
sures that he was taking to 
not give up,” Logan said. 
“We try to do tasers, we use 
the crisis negotiation team, 
we use crisis intervention, 
other ways to get him, but 
once he pointed the gun, 
that changed the next re-
sponse that the officers 
gave.”
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… We use crisis intervention, other 
ways to get him, but once he pointed 
the gun, that changed the next 
response that the officers gave.”

Arthur “Joe” Logan
Honolulu police chief
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