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New and vintage features  
and shorts on the big screen

myhoma.org/hsff

THIS WEEK’S SYNOPSES

“Blessing of the Sea”
EPISODE 121
6:30 p.m. today

Ji-na watches Chung-yi’s 
celebration in hiding. She 
leaves a doll for Yeol-mae 
and then is run over by a 
truck. Ji-na’s death shocks 
Duk-hee to her core, and she 
ends up with dementia. 
Pil-du shows his rage when 
Poong-do and his grand-
mother visit him in prison.

“If We Were 
a Season Today” 
ONE-PART DRAMA SPECIAL
7:10 p.m. today 

Yun Hyerim and Eom Gis-
eok grow up together. Over 
the years, Giseok develops 
unrequited feelings for Hy-
erim. One day a new stu-
dent, Oh Donggyeong, joins 
their class. He boldly ex-
presses his feelings for Hy-
erim. Will Donggyeon shake 
up the relationship between 
Hyerim and Giseok?

“Joseon Attorney”
EPISODE 11
7:45 p.m. Monday

Han Soo is shocked by 
Yeon Joo’s situation. But he 
refuses her help and is inter-
rogated for murder. Some-
one comes to his aid, but 
can this person rescue him?

EPISODE 12
7:45 p.m. Tuesday

Han Soo takes on a land 
ownership case against a 
corrupt lord. Yeon Joo has a 
different take on the case, 
and she and Han Soo can’t 
come to a compromise. He 
is immovable because the 
case would set a precedent 
for commoners.

“Good Supper”
EPISODES 29-30
7:50 p.m. Wednesday

Sook-jung schemes to 
make Kyung-su her adopted 
son. He confronts her after 
she causes Young-shin to 
give up on the menu and 
tells her he’d never become 
her son. Sook-jung points a 
finger at his birth mother for 
giving up on life and says 
she herself is blameless.

EPISODES 31-32
7:50 p.m. Thursday

Da-jung applies for a posi-
tion at the palace. Sook-jung 
tells her nephew to hire Da-
jung, intending to use Da-
jung to get to Young-shin. At 
a party, people recall that 
Jung-hoon hasn’t been seen 
in three years. Jung-hoon 
watches from a distance. 
Jung-hoon and Young-shin 
run into each other.

“Gwanggaeto”
EPISODE 49
7:50 p.m. Friday

Yakyeon learns she is be-
ing considered to become 
the queen. Ko Mu tells her 
not need to feel torn out of 
loyalty to Goguryeo. King 
Jinsa of Baekje entrusts Asin 
with handling the Goguryeo 
prisoners. Ko Un goes to 
Murong Bao and pledges 
loyalty to Houyan.

EPISODE 50
7:50 p.m. Saturday

Houyan agrees to Dam-
deok’s request about the 
prisoners — for the time be-
ing. Murong Xi schemes to 
create distance between 
Goguryeo and Baekje. Asin 
goes to Baekje to discuss 
the prisoners and runs into 
Doyeong. 

Fate delivers
Ji-na final,
tragic blow

 ———
Jeff Chung is general man-
ager of KBFD TV, which tele-
vises Korean dramas with 
English subtitles. Reach him 
at 808-521-8066 or jeffchung@
kbfd.com.
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By Jason Zinoman 
New York Times

When Joan Rivers died in 
2014, ending one of the 
greatest careers in modern 
comedy, several groups 
were interested in acquiring 
her archives, which in-
cluded a meticulously orga-
nized collection of 65,000 
typewritten jokes.

Her daughter, Melissa 
Rivers, recalled a conversa-
tion with a representative 
from the Smithsonian Insti-
tution who wanted the cata-
log of jokes but said it 
would not be on permanent 
display. Her mind instantly 
went to the final tracking 
shot of “Raiders of the Lost 
Ark,” in which the golden 
Ark of the Covenant is 
locked inside a crate and 
placed in a vast warehouse 
with hundreds of other 
crates.

“I couldn’t do that be-
cause so much of who she 
was is in those files,” Me-
lissa Rivers said on a video 
call from Los Angeles. For 
her mother, a pioneering 
stand-up and withering 
critic of celebrity fashion, 
“a view was always import-
ant.”

Instead, Rivers is donat-
ing the extensive collection 
to the National Comedy 
Center, the high-tech mu-
seum in Jamestown, N.Y., 
joining the archives of A-list 
comics such as George 
Carlin and Carl Reiner. The 
fact that the jokes will be 
accessible is only one of the 
reasons for Melissa Rivers’ 
decision.

The museum is in the 
planning stages of an inter-
active exhibition that will 

center on Joan Rivers’ card 
catalog of jokes and include 
material covering a vast 
swath of comedy history, 
from the 1950s to 2015. The 
show will allow visitors to 
explore the file in depth.

Jamestown is where Lu-
cille Ball grew up, and “Joan 
Rivers was the first head-
liner I booked for the Lu-
cille Ball Comedy Festival 
the year we announced to 
the world our intention to 
build the National Comedy 
Center,” Journey Gunder-
son, the executive director, 
said by phone. Melissa Riv-
ers, a television personality 
in her own right, was on 
hand for the groundbreak-
ing in 2015.

When it comes to the 
Joan Rivers joke collection, 
“I don’t know that another 
exists that is nearly as 
vast,” Gunderson said. In 
Carlin’s archives, by con-
trast, the jokes were 
“mainly scraps of paper or-
ganized into Ziploc baggies 
then put into a folder by 
topic.”

Rivers, who wrote gags at 
all hours, paid close atten-
tion to setups and punch-
lines, typing them up and 
cross-referencing them by 
categories like “Parents 
hated me” or “Las Vegas” or 
“No sex appeal.” The larg-
est subject area is “Tramp,” 
which includes 1,756 jokes.

Along with this bounty of 
material, the collection in-
cludes snapshots of other 
aspects of this major cul-
tural figure, such as her 
sense of fashion, including 
the pearls and a little black 
dress she wore early in her 
career as well as the multi-
ple boas from her later 

fashionista years. Here’s a 
look at a few of the artifacts 
headed to the center.

Insults in character
Joan Rivers often made 

herself the butt of the joke, 
leaning on tight, snappy 
punchlines to describe her-
self as unwanted or ugly or 
old. Gunderson said the 
self-deprecating gibes 
emerged from a character 
“she was using as a position 
of power to comment on 
the plight of woman.” In 
real life, Melissa Rivers said 
that “every now and again, 
she would say that for 
whatever age she was, she 
looked good. But that was 
that.” Rivers added that 
those jokes came from a 
real place. “That was a part 
of her, but maybe not as 
crippling as everyone as-
sumed it would be,” she 
said. 

Unparalleled catalog
“Joan Rivers: A Piece of 

Work” (from 2010 and avail-
able on major platforms) is 
one of the greatest docu-
mentaries about a stand-up 
comic ever made — candid, 
unflinching and alert to the 
brutal amount of work nec-
essary to succeed in show 
business. It also introduced 
the world to the cabinet of 
jokes that Rivers kept in her 
home. Gunderson de-
scribed the catalog as one 
of “the crown jewels of 
comedy that exist on planet 
Earth.”

Help with hecklers
Rivers, a fixture on televi-

sion who never stopped 
performing live, loved spar-
ring with a crowd. But early 

A ‘crown jewel of comedy’
The Joan Rivers card catalog of jokes finds a home

Celebrate Yoga Day, 
learn about healing

Explore the inner work-
ings of yoga and get some 
poses in, too, during the 
fifth-annual International 
Yoga Day Celebration, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday 
at the MOA Wellness Center.

The Gandhi International 
Institute for Peace is pre-
senting the free event to 
mark International Day of 
Yoga, celebrated on June 21 
since it was adopted by the 
United Nations General As-
sembly in 2014.

With the theme “Yoga for 
Health, Healing and Peace,” 
the agenda includes presen-
tations on yoga’s benefits 
for body and mind by practi-
tioners in several fields. 
Among them is Raj Kumar, 
founder of the Gandhi insti-
tute and author of a book on 
yoga and ayurvedic medi-
cine, “The Secrets of Health 
and Healing.”

Open Space Yoga will pro-
vide a demonstration of 
yoga postures (asanas), and 
participants are welcome to 
bring mats and follow along.

The wellness center is at 
600 Queen St. Space is lim-
ited; email gandhianpeace
@gmail.com to reserve a 
seat. Visit gandhianpeace.
org.

Culture, dance, food 
on tap at Moiliili fest

Whether you live in Moi-
liili, shop there, eat there or 
just enjoy passing through, 
the Moiliili Summer Fest is a 
chance to celebrate all that 
makes this community tick. 
Plus, there’s a bon dance. 
A big one.

This year’s festival is 5 to 
10 p.m. July 1 at the former 
Varsity Theatre parking lot 
and on Coyne Street be-
tween University Avenue 
and Kaialiu Street.

The 10th annual event will 
feature a street festival with 
food vendors, artisans, re-
tailers and cultural enter-
tainment — not the least of 
which is a bon dance that 
the organizers say is Oahu’s 
biggest of the season.

Admission is free. Parking 
is offered at the University 
of Hawaii at Manoa, 4 to 11 
p.m., with free shuttles to 
and from the event. Visit 
moiliilisummerfesthi.com.
———
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in her career, she pre-
pared for rambunctious 
audience members with a 
list of comebacks that 
could be weaponized to 
mock hecklers without 
losing the tempo of her 
set. Melissa Rivers said 
she saw her mother upset 
by a heckler only once, 
when later in her career 
someone was offended by 
a joke about Helen Keller. 
“She spun around and 
said: ‘Don’t you dare! My 
mother was deaf. She lost 
her hearing early. Don’t 
tell me what’s inappropri-
ate.’”

Early ambitions
Before Joan Rivers be-

came a comedian, she 
wanted to be a dramatic 
actress. After graduating 
from Barnard College in 
1954, she commissioned a 
series of head shots to 
display her range. She 
didn’t make her Broad-
way debut until 1972 with 
“Fun City,” which she co-
wrote (with her husband, 
Edgar Rosenberg, and 
Lester Colodny) and 
starred in. It closed after 
nine performances. But 
Rivers remained a stal-
wart fan of the stage, a 
regular at shows and a 
savvy commentator on 
the television series “The-
ater Talk.” When she went 
to the theater, she always 
dressed up and insisted 
her family do the same. 
Melissa Rivers said: “She 
always said, ‘This is 
church.’”

A momentous time
When Joan Rivers left 

her position as the perma-
nent guest host of “The 
Tonight Show” on NBC to 
start her own version in 
1986 on the then-fledging 
network Fox, she became 
the first woman in the 
modern era to host a late-
night talk show. It was a 
bold move, a career land-
mark that also preceded a 
painful period of her life. 
She made an enemy of 
“Tonight Show” host 
Johnny Carson, who saw 
her departure as a be-
trayal. “That made her an-
gry,” Melissa Rivers said. 
“Like she often said, if it 
had been a man, it would 
have been the great send-
off to my protege.” Rivers 
was banished from the 
Carson show and fired 
from her own the follow-
ing year. Her husband, a 
producer on “The Late 
Show Starring Joan Riv-
ers,” died by suicide 
months later. “It took a 
huge toll on their mar-
riage and our family,” Me-
lissa Rivers recalled, 
describing the period as 
one of “great elation and 
great horror.”
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COURTESY MOILIILI SUMMER FEST

Moiliili Summer Fest fea-
tures a bon dance, which 
is one of the biggest of 
the season.

Joan Rivers kept her jokes on fi le cards in cabinets in 
her former New York offi ce. The jokes on typewritten 
cards, like the one shown, were alphabetized by subject.
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